The Growth of Forest Schools: A gateway to a new style of learning better matched to the twenty first century.
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	Bridgewater College led a trip to Demark to look at Forest School type programmes in early years. They were hugely impressed by the open air culture, ( Frulitsliv)  and the impact the pure child led learning approach had had on the early years students.

	
	First Ever Forest School is set up in the UK; in the crèche at Bridgewater College



	
	
	Edexcel starts to deliver Forest School training for practitioners offering a BTech in Forest Schools


	
	
	
	Bridgewater College becomes one of the first “Early year of excellence”.



	
	
	
	
	Bridgewater C. wins the Queens Anniversary prize raising the profile of Forest Schools and Forest Schools continues to develop in a number of  local authorities

	
	
	
	
	
	Archimedes Training Ltd is established:  one of the most pure and dynamic providers of F.S. training worldwide



	
	
	
	
	
	
	Forestry Commission recognise the potential of green space for children 

There is the first National Conference held; in which they set out a definition for FS in the UK

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Forestry Commission continues to support F.S. throughout the UK; establishes the Forest Schools Education Initiative.
Green Light Trust launch Forest Schools across the E. of England

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	First Forest Schools Evaluation project: (R. Murray & L O’Brien)

Every Child Matters initiative recognises the importance of  helping children to Be healthy  - Stay safe  - Enjoy and achieve - Make a positive contribution 
Forest Schools is recognised for its ability to encourage healthy lifestyles.

Woodland Trust gets involved and launches website of resources/ideas

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Forest Schools Evaluation project: England (R. Murray & L O’Brien)
Forest Schools expert S. Knight takes part in international conference on child pedagogy

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	A marvellous opportunity to learn summarises benefits of  Forest Schools to children in England and Wales (R. Murray & L O’Brien)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Forest Schools Evaluation project: Scotland Lynette Borradaile

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Forest Schools spreads across the UK 

e.g. Worcestershire LEA involved

Norfolk Country Council

Scottish wildlife trust start Forest Sch.

Institute of Outdoor Learning ( IOL) set up a Forest Schools interest group

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FS Quality Improvement framework FSQUIF  is launched; as a self assessment tool for FS Leaders

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Forest Schools Association is launched as a professional organisation

FSA agree detailed principles and criteria for Forest Schools

National Trust set up the Outdoor Nation project and commitment to delivering Forest Schools.

Woodland Trust have a number of freelance practitioners
Woodland Trust website takes 8 million hits and has 6 million resources.


